
ment to start offering 
Thursday FREE Nights at 
the Apache Junction Ro-
deo Grounds.  The eve-
ning will be open for youth 
to come and practice their 
riding skills and spend time 
with their families.  As SHA 
starts to learn the interests 
of the youth, they will work 
to provide instruction on 
those interests in the fu-
ture weeks.  This series 
kicks off Thursday, June 
11

th
 at 6:00 pm and will 

run until 10:00 pm.  For 
more information visit 
www.SHA4U.org or con-
tact the Apache Junction 
Parks and Recreation at 
(480) 983-2181. 
 
Written by Danielle Anforth 

 

Have you ever been taught 
by a horse?  You may be 
thinking, ñWhat could a 
horse possibly teach me?ò  
Believe it or not, the list is 
actually quite long.  
Whether you are a young 
whipper snapper or one of 
the wisest in the bunch, 
you would be surprised to 
find that you can learn a lot 
from a horse.  The benefit 
of horses, specifically with 
youth, has long been rec-
ognized by organizations 
across the country.  
Horses can be the best 
teachers of responsibility, 
empathy, nature, cause 
and effect, teamwork and 
that amazing things are 
possible if you are willing 
to work hard for them.  On 
occasion horses can teach 
you how to get up off the 
ground, dust yourself off 
and get back in the saddle.  

All of these are tools that 
have equal, if not greater 
benefit when applied to 
life.  When is the last time 
life had you down in the 
dirt?   Did you have the 
tools to jump back up and 
get back in the saddle?  
Horses have their own 
mind and it takes great 
time and effort to earn their 
trust and be able to en-
gage in a truly willing part-
nership.  Working with 
horses involves trials and 
tribulations that serve 
great purpose in preparing 
for all that life has in store. 
 The Superstition 
Horsemenôs Association 
(SHA) is one of those 
groups that recognize the 
benefits of youth and 
horses.  That is why they 
are proud to partner with 
the Apache Junction Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
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Ride News 

  We had 17 riders on our 
April 18th ride on the Ari-
zona Trail as we headed 
south from the Picketpost 
Trailhead.  This is a fairly 
new route.  Formerly the 
trail followed the creek 
bed and an old road 
through Alamo Canyon 
below.  Now it meanders 

along hillsides and over 
hilltops with views for 
miles in all directions, and 
Picketpost Mountain al-
ways looming to the 
north.  The day was 
sunny, we had a breeze, 
and there was still an 
abundance of wildflowers.   
Contõd on page 3  

Would you 

like to  be 

the proud 

owner of 

this saddle 

for free!  

Look inside 

to find out 

how. 

Special points of inter-

est: 

 
¶ NATIONAL DAY OF THE 

COWBOY JULY 25 

¶ THERE WILL BE A PARADE 

AT GOLDFIELD GHOST 

TOWN THAT YOU CAN 

PARATICIPATE IN.  STAG-

ING MUST TAKE PLACE AT 

9:30 A.M. AT THE TOP OF 

THE HILL. 
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Board members present 
were:  Ed Dison, Pam 
Gaston, Jeanne Kennedy, 
Barb Houck and Eric 
Messina.  Members who 
were absent were:  Malia 
Chavez, Danielle Anforth 
and Judy Hood.  Helen 
Mitchell, Pony Tracks Edi-
tor, and Allison Strathearn, 
Activities Director was pre-
sent from the General 
Membership.  Teresa 
Myers, Victoria Myers and 
Beverly Hansen were pre-
sent.  Teresa Myers was a 
guest speaker for ñkids on 
krittersò from P and M 
arena and gave a presen-
tation to the Board. 
 
She spoke about the dif-
ferent events and the col-
lection of points through-
out the years that kids get 
for participating in events.  
These kids collect ribbons 
and are eventually 
awarded plaques and 
even saddles sometimes 
that are donated.  Teresa 
approached the Board for 
a donation to help defray 
costs for awards.  It was 
approved by the Board 
that SHA donate $225 to 
this worthy cause. 
 
General Membership:   
Allison Strathearn spoke 
about bringing kids for the 
first Thursday free night at 
the Rodeo Grounds, on 
June 11

th
. 

 
Trails:  Barb Houck spoke 
about having a Trail Com-
mittee Meeting in July.  
Full moons are not avail-
able in September so we 
might not be able to have 
a full moon ride.   
 

It was decided to put the 
Election Meeting on the 
fourth Saturday and use 
the arena at the Rodeo 
Grounds for an Arena Fun 
Night after the dinner.  The 
dinner and elections will 
start at 5 p.m. and end by 
7:00 p.m.  Following the 
elections, the Arena Fun 
Night will begin at 7:30 
p.m. 
 
Barb Houck has no sign 
up sheets with the indem-
nity clause on it.  Bev Per-
kins will be called to see if 
she has any of them.  Also 
Barb turned over the box 
with the radios and various 
other items for the sum-
mer.  Someone has the 
chargers but Barb does 
not have them. 
 
Pony Tracks Editor:  
Helen Mitchell said she is 
not going to do the Pony 
Tracks in color again be-
cause of the amount of 
work.  She printed them on 
her own computer and the 
cost of the Pony Tracks 
was not cost effective. 
 
Activities:  There will be a 
ride in December for the 
Christmas Ride.  The sad-
dle will be raffled at that 
particular time. 
 
Publicity Committee:  
Helen Mitchell is currently 
working in this capacity 
and needs some assis-
tance. 
 
CTR Committee:  Barb 
Houck read a letter and 
response from Ken Lamb 
with the State Land De-
partment.  Discussion en-
sued.  The CTR is being 

put on hold because of the 
inconsistencies in the 
State Land Department. 
Equine Welfare:  Eric 
Messina assisted a gentle-
man with a horse that had 
to be put down. 
 
Treasurer: The expenses 
for the month are  
$226.44.  The income for 
the month is $1,195.11.  
The checking account bal-
ance is $282.43 and the 
savings account balance is 
$4,483.78.  The sum total 
of the CDs is the same 
and will change in July 
with the addition of inter-
est. 
 
Hitching Rails:  Discus-
sion is taking place regard-
ing where to place the 
hitching rails at the Rodeo 
Grounds. 
 
Black Stallion Literacy: 
The Governor gave a cer-
tificate of appreciation to 
the Hoofed Animal Educa-
tion Team (Black Stallion) 
for their great volunteer-
ism.  A big thank you to all 
of you who participated in 
these great events.  
 
Brochure:  Judy Hood 
and Helen Mitchell made a 
fabulous brochure. 
 
June 10

th
:  Friends of the 

Library are having a kick-
off for people to use the 
library even if they ride a 
horse.  SHA donated the 
hitching rails and it would 
be great if people from 
SHA would attend. 
 
ððPamela D. Gaston 
ððSHA Secretary 

Board Meeting Minutes Summary of May 6th, 2009 
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òIT WAS DECIDED TO 

PUT THE ELECTION 

MEETING ON THE 

FOURTH SATURDAY AND 

USE THE ARENA AT THE 

RODEO GROUNDS FOR 

AN ARENA FUN NIGHT 

AFTER THE DINNER.  THE 

DINNER AND ELECTIONS 

WILL START AT 5 P.M. 

AND END BY 7:00 P.M.  

FOLLOWING THE 

ELECTIONS, THE ARENA 

FUN NIGHT WILL BEGIN 

AT 7:30 P.M.ó 



Last month I did an article 

in this column on our SHA 

Members the Messinas.  I 

would like to get more SHA 

members involved in this 

column by presenting 

someone you would like to 

see honored. 

It really isnôt that hard to 

do!!   And think about how 

that person would feel ac-

knowledged.  I would really 

appreciate any sugges-

tions you may have.  You 

just need to give me your 

ideas and a picture of this 

person and I will write the 

rest.  You may want to sur-

prise someone with your 

submission.  Sometimes 

we donôt always get the 

chance to truly recognize 

someone for all that they 

do.  This would be a great 

opportunity to do that.  It 

can be a SHA member, or 

may be someone that has 

been outstanding within 

the equine community.   

I can be reached at  

480-354-3130 and/or e-

mail me at 

mitch3128@msn.com.  

Helen Mitchell, Pony 

Tracks Editor 

Ride Previews:  
September 26th General 
Elections Ride:  This year 
in September the full 
moon does not come any-
where even close to our 
annual elections meeting 
and potluck.  So, instead 
of riding in the dark with 
flashlights, weôre going to 
turn the lights on in the 
rodeo arena and have a 
ñFun Nightòé..games on 
horseback.  The date will 
be September 26.  Youôll 
be hearing more about 

it.  We are in the planning 
stages right now.  

Weôll have a trail ride plan-
ning session on Wednes-
day, July 1, at 6:00 p.m. , 
before the regular 7:00 
board meeting, at Ed Di-
sonôs home.  Anyone who 
wants to offer input on 
SHA trail rides for the up-
coming season is invited 

to attend. 

  

Some heard, and some 

saw, only one rattlesnake.  

The trail is a little skinny in 

some places that drop off 

steeply, but with good 

horses and good riders no 

one had any problems.  

This is part of the 800 mile 

plus Arizona Trail.  Get out 

and enjoy it! 
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Ride News Contõd 

Hereõs Looking At Ya!! 
 By Helen Mitchell 

SADDLE UP!! 

If you want to be the proud owner of that saddle from the 
front pageðSHA is giving this saddle away through our 
raffle to be held at our Christmas Ride and Dinner in De-
cember.  The tickets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.00.  
Tickets will be available at any of our events. 

 

 

 

 

Competitive "Fun" Trail 

Ride - Another post-

ponement .State Land Use 

fees are still up in the air.  

We thought the decision had 

been made to return to the 

previous fees, but apparently 

we won't know until after July 

1.  They tell us they need to 

receive the permit applica-

tion for an event 6 months 

ahead of time.  We will not 

be holding our CTR on Nov 7 

if we have it on state land, 

and it's too late to find an-

other place for that date.  

The rodeo grounds didn't 

seem to be a good draw as a 

venue.  Stay tuned.   

ðð-Barb Houck 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Auto and Trailer  
Desert Rose CarStar  
We repair and paint  
vehicles and trailers. 
 480-982-9522 
1442 E 18th Ave 
Apache junction, AZ 85219 
 

Boarding & Training Stables  
Circle C Stables  
Beth Villa  
Licensed Facility  
971 East Ranch Road  
Apache Junction, AZ 85219  
Boarding, Riding lessons, training, 
over 20 years experience.  The place 
your Horse will want to call 
home.  www.circlecstables.com  
 480-982-3287 

 
Circle M Ranch  
Horse Boarding & Breeding, sales, 
manure and debris removal 
Licensed Facility 
Wendy & Eric Messina 
2623 East 4th Avenue 
Apache Junction, AZ 
Phone: 480-213-2754 
Circle_m_ranch_az@yahoo.com 
Website: circlemranch.8m.com 
  
Quarter Circle Boot Ranch  
Boarding, training, instruction. 
Licensed Facility  
Marnie Reynolds 480-983-7270 
1276 N. Wickiup 
Apache Junction, AZ 85219 
 
No Fly Zone Stables  
Horse Boarding 
Licensed Facility 
Barb Foster 480-330-8750 
1841 E Tepee Street 
Apache Junction, AZ 85219 
 
Superstition Stables LLC  
Licensed Facility 
2151 North Warner Drive 
Apache Junction, AZ   85220 
Beverly Hansen 
Phone:  #480-620-3253 
Email:  horseboardingaz@hotmail.com 
Website:  Horseboardingaz.com 

 
Tack Shop  
Crazy Horse Saddle Shop  
New and Used Saddles and Tack 
1484 W Apache Trail Ste 3 
½ Block East of Ironwood 
Apache Junction AZ 85220 
Paula Smith 
480-671-0381 
 
 

SHA CLASSIFIEDS  

Feed and Horse Supply  
B & B Feeds  
306-S Ironwood 
Apache Junction, AZ 85220 
480-982-4453 
 
 
Desert Sun Horse Supply  
Super light portable corrals 
Horse toys, Cool Medic Vests 
Kathleen Rikli 520-316-9464 
Email: kjseaburg@hotmail.com 

 
Miscellaneous  
Arizona Agribusiness & Equine Center  
An Independent Public high School 
2165 N Power Road, Mesa, AZ   480-854-1504 

 
Dead Broke Ranch Horse Training  
Specializing in difficult and troubled horses. 
Terri Rozzini 602-421-1569 
 
Dorie James,  
Specializing in trail riding 
First Place at the SHA CTR 
horsesnaturally@netzero.com 
 

Real Estate  
Valerie Cregg, Realtor  
Horse Property Specialist 
Bill and Cindy Flowers Team 
Office: 480-545-9300 
Cell: 480-223-3133 
Valerie@kw.com 
WWW.FlowersGetResults.Com 

 
Big Horn Trail Saddle,  
Cordura 17ò  
Used only two times. We need a 15ó. This lovely 
saddle needs a new home on a lovely horse. Here is 
info off the store site: regular price $440, sale price 
$320. Our price $280. Please call with any ques-
tions: 602-677-4931  
Å Tree: Ralided 13" barrel front Semi QH or Full QH 
Bars  
Å Rigging: 7/ 8 position single front stainless steel 
dee.  
Å Seat: Padded suede seat and jockeys.  
Å Cantle: 4"  
Å Trim: Cordura Nylon skirts, housings and fenders, 
leather conchos; suede front, cantle binding, and 
horn.  
Å Skirts: 24" x 10", Oregon round, fleece lined, 
slotted and reinforced for installing flank billets  
Å Fenders: 18" x 8", 2" leather reinforced nylon 
stirrup straps with roller buckles.  
Å Stirrups: Ralide with laced suede cushioned foot 
pad.  

Å Finish: Brown suede and Cordura accented with 
black binding.  

¶ Weight: Approx 15 Lbs  

Such a deal...advertising on the SHA 
Website and in the Pony Tracks for 
only $75 per/year / flyers $50  

2007 Titan 4 Horse Trailer w/ Living 
Quarters, Goose Neck.  
Has:   

¶ Air Conditioning/Heater 

¶ Stove 

¶ Refrigerator 

¶ Microwave 

¶ Radio 

¶ Shower 

¶ Double Bed 

¶ Mangers 

¶ Water Tank in Tack Area 

¶ Only $34,000 
Call Dee at 480-213-8404 

Tennessee Walkers, 2 Geldings, 
both approximately 13 years 
old.  Excellent trail horsesñ
SOUND.  Asking Best Offer.  
Call Dee @480-213-8404. 

http://www.circlecstables.com
mailto:Circle_m_ranch_az@yahoo.com
mailto:horseboardingaz@hotmail.com
mailto:horsesnaturally@netzero.com
mailto:Valerie@kw.com
http://www.flowersgetresults.com/

