
We also organize trail rides, 

potlucks, barbecues and trail 

building/maintenance activi-

ties.  

Ask yourself as a member of 

SHA, òHow can I become 

more involved in ensuring the 

rights and privileges of 

horsemen, humane treatment 

of horses, and to actively 

pursue favorable legislation 

concerning the horsemenõs 

rights?ó 

Our annual General Elec-

tions Meeting and Dinner is 

coming up on September 

26th.  Any SHA member is 

eligible to run for any posi-

tion on the Board.  There are 

also committees that plan 

trail rides, work on public 

relations,  road clean-up 

assistance,  planning activi-

ties for social events,  politi-

cal actions, just to name a 

few.  Volunteering for a 

committee may only take a 

couple hours per month of 

your time.  The more mem-

bers  that get involved, the 

stronger our SHA becomes.  

Remember, itõs YOUR 

HORSEMENõS RIGHTS that 

you are upholding! 

If you are interested in run-

ning for a position you can 

submit your candidacy to 

Danielle Anforth at 480-474

-0646 or e-mail DAan-

forth@msn.com.  More infor-

As you may or may not 

know, our current horse trails 

are always being subjected 

to developers.  This means 

we would give up our current 

horse trails as you see them 

now.  As city dwellers  push 

out to the rural areas, they 

want to see things changed, 

and that means they donõt 

always want a horse trail or 

someone who has horses liv-

ing next door to them.  De-

velopers come in and buy 

several hundred acres  to 

build homes, and every time 

a developer comes in, there 

goes our horse trails as you 

see them now.  How far are 

you willing to trailer your 

horse so you can ride on a 

trail?  Right now, you may 

say we can ride right out our 

back door on to the many 

trails in Apache Junction and 

surrounding areas.  Letõs not 

be naïve and watch with our 

eyes closed as the develop-

ers buy up our horse trails; 

then complain afterwards 

that our within riding dis-

tance trails have vanished. 

Did you know that Maricopa 

County has had many pro-

posals in front of them and 

currently some of them would 

compromise horse ownership 

in this county?  Does that 

mean Pinal County will be 

next ?                                  

You say no, of course notñ

but that isnõt the way it al-

ways comes down.  It first 

comes as a proposal to a 

city, like Apache Junction.  

The city then passes an ordi-

nance that makes it very 

restrictive to own or board 

horses.   Then comes the trail 

issue as developers  buy up 

hundreds of acres to build 

homes on and there goes the 

horse trails as we knew them.    

Did you know that several 

hundred acres have been 

sold to developers south and 

west of Highway 60?  (In the 

approximate area of where 

the Ford dealership is.)  Ask 

yourself, so when will the 

areas north and east of 

Highway 60 get more devel-

oped for homes, etc.  It is 

happening right now, you 

can see it in developments 

along McKellips and McDow-

ell Roads. 

The mission statement of SHA 

embraces the fundamentals 

of . . . òis a group of con-

cerned citizens formed to 

ensure the rights and privi-

leges of horsemen, to pro-

mote the humane treatment 

of horses, and to actively 

pursue favorable legislation 

concerning the above.ó  SHA 

is recognized by and works 

closely with city and county 

officials while keeping 

abreast of proposed plan-

ning and zoning ordinances.  

Would like to keep the current horse trails open?  

Then we need your input and assistance!  

Special points of interest: 

 
¶ NATIONAL DAY OF THE COWBOY 

JULY 25 

¶ THERE WILL BE A PARADE AT GOLD-

FIELD GHOST TOWN THAT YOU 

CAN PARAICIPATE IN.  STAGING 

MUST TAKE PLACE AT 9:30 A.M. AT 

THE TOP OF THE HILL. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KEEP THE 
CURRENT HORSE TRAILS OPEN? 
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Currently City code does 
not allow any fence taller 
than 4 & 1/2 feet in the 
front yard set back area, 
City of Apache Junction 
ordinance 6.0112.  Your 
fence is currently in viola-
tion of this city code.  We 
are asking your assistance 
to make changes that will 
allow fences like yours to 
be legal. 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
I want to let you know that 
the city is currently ad-
dressing fences that are 
above 4 and 1/2 feet tall 
that are located in the front 
yard set backs.  Current 
rules do not allow any 
fence over this 4 and 1/2 
foot limit and your fence is 
currently in violation.  A  
council member has at-
tempted to make a change 
to the current rules that 
would allow a fence like 
yours to be legal but is re-
ceiving a lot of resistance 
to his idea.  He is asking for 
your support and show of 
force to demonstrate the 
numbers of residents this is 
going to affect.  If this rule 
is not changed, then you 
will have to remove any 
amount above this current 
limit. 
 
Please attend Planning and 
Zoning meetings and watch 
the local paper for the 
dates and time this issue 
will come before the City 
Council.  Currently, Planning 
and Zoning is addressing 
this issue and will make a 
recommendation to the City 
Council and they are cur-

rently looking to not change 
the rule and keep it at only 
4 & 1/2 ft.  They need to 
hear from the community.  
They need to hear from 
you.  You need to address 
the Commission so they can 
hear your feelings concern-
ing this issue.  Also the City 
Council needs to hear this 
information as well.  Please 
address the Commission 
and City Council either in 
person or by letter.  I 
would recommend you talk 
in person to one of these 
governmental bodies and 
send a letter to them as 
well.  At a minimum, if you 
cannot attend any of these 
meetings, then call all the 
City Council members listed 
below to express your con-
cerns and wishes. 
 
Councilman Chip Wilson, 
has asked that fences up to 
and including 6 ft be al-
lowed.  Block walls or 
fences that restrict open 
viewing that is over 4 & 
1/2 ft has to be an open 
design to allow for a view 
of the property for safety 
reasons.  The highest a 
block wall fence could be 
allowed in a front yard is 4 
& 1/2 ft, and then anything 
above that would require 
an open design.  A chain 
link fence or pipe fencing 
and/or cattle fencing that 
are taller than the current 
limit would be allowed. 
 
Again, the current height of 
your fence that is located in 
the building set back area 
of your front yard is in vio-
lation of current city code.  
If this code is not changed 

to include up to 6 ft, then 
any height over 4 & 1/2 ft 
must be removed.  We are 
asking for your assistance 
to voice your concern about 
this current ruling. 
 
If you need additional in-
formation or for updates on 
the status of these actions, 
please call (480) 213-
2754, (480) 212-3668 
and/or (480) 233-3965.  
This is a citizen driven 
request.  Phone numbers 
are to private citizens that 
want to see this code 
changed and is not con-
nected to the city in any-
way. 
 
Please take the time to 
address this important 
issue that will affect your 
property. 
 
Mayor John Insalaco  

(480) 982-2025 
 
Vice-Mayor R.E. Eck 

(480) 983-1611 
 

Council Members: 
 
Chip Wilson 

(602) 361-6135 
 
Robin Barker 

(480) 980-0889 
 
Jeff Serdy 

(602) 820-4429 
 

Doug Coleman 
(480) 982-7226 

 
Rick Dietz 

(480) 982-8002 
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WE NEED YOUR 

SUP0PORT AND 

COMMENTS!  

IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION ABOUT 

YOUR FRONT YARD 

FENCE!  PLEASE READ 

THE ARTICLE TO THE 

RIGHT  AND TAKE THE 

TIME TO ADDRESS THIS 

IMPORTANT ISSUE. 



Day of the Cowboy publi-
cations that will be coming 
out.  SHA will have a booth 
at the event.   
Road Clean-Up:  We need 
a volunteer for this.  The 
volunteer will need to take 
a short class to get started 
then coordinate the clean 
up dates.   The road needs 
to been cleaned three times 
per year.  Our section of 
road is Lost Dutchman Blvd. 
between Idaho and Toma-
hawk. 
Activities:  Allison Strat-
hearn sent a get well card 
to Tom Pucklin on behalf of 
SHA.  Tom recently had 
open heart surgery.   
The Friends of the Library 
are having an event June 
10th at 9:30am.   SHA do-
nated the hitching rails and 
it would be great if people 
from SHA would attend.   
Publicity Committee:  We 
are also looking for a vol-
unteer for this committee.  
We want to have a monthly 
article written to be pub-
lished in the paper. 
Competitive Trail Ride 
Committee:  State land use 
permits are still a hindrance 
due to the high fees.  The 
fees will be revised starting 
July 1st.   SHA will apply 
for the permit after that 
time. 
Equine Welfare:  Eric 
Messina responded to a 
call to assist a horse owner. 
Political:  Planning and 
Zoning approved the re-
vised stable rules.  They will 
now go before city council.  
Issues have come up re-
garding front yard fencing.  
Per city code, Ordinance 
6.0112, any fence in the 
front yard cannot be more 
than 4 ½ feet high along 

the entire front of a prop-
erty.  This code has not 
been enforced until re-
cently.  A 4 ½ foot fence is 
not high enough to contain 
animals.  SHA is addressing 
this issue.  A flyer was cre-
ated and given to residents 
with fences higher than 4 ½ 
feet.  The purpose of the 
flyer was to inform the 
property owner of the is-
sue, gather support and 
encourage them to voice 
their concerns.  Front yard 
definitions are being re-
viewed by Planning and 
Zoning now. 
Secretary Notes:  No 
changes requested. 
Treasurer:  The income for 
the month is $.09 and the 
expenses are $888.73.  
The   checking account bal-
ance is $349.22 and the 
savings account balance is 
$3,483.87.  SHAõs 
$10,000 CD is up for re-
newal in July.  
Membership:  There are 
108 renewals and 47 new 
memberships for a total of 
155 memberships and 259 
actual members.  On July 
1st our zip code will change 
to 85117.  Judy created a 
new brochure.  The board 
reviewed and approved it. 

 
Hitching Rails for Rodeo 
Grounds:  The hitching rails 
have been approved.  They 
are not built yet.  The loca-
tion for the hitching rails is 
still being determined. 
 
Free Thursday Nights at 
the Rodeo Grounds during 
the month of June.  The 
hours will be from 6-9 pm.  
Everyone in the community 
is welcome to attend. 
 

Board members present 
are:  Ed Dison, Malia 
Chavez, Jeanne Kennedy, 
Judy Hood, Eric Messina 
and Danielle Anforth.  
Board members absent are 
Pam Gatson and Barb 
Houck.  Members from the 
General Membership are:  
Helen Mitchell, Pony Tracks 
Editor, Allison Strathearn, 
Activities Chair Person, 
Roger Strathearn and Bev-
erly Hansen. 
General Membership: 
Roger Strathearn wanted 
clarification on state land 
use permits for personal 
use.  He also had some 
questions about a call our 
Equine Welfare committee 
responded to where a 
horse sustained lethal inju-
ries after an accident at a 
step over gate.  The cap 
for the pipe was missing.  
The caps are installed when 
the gate is installed but 
some have disappeared.  
The Apache Junction Parks 
and Recreation is working 
to ensure all gates have 
caps on the pipes. 
Trails Committee:  The 
next Trail Committee Meet-
ing will be held July 1st at 
6pm at the home of Ed Di-
son. 
Pony Tracks:  Helen 
Mitchell would like to con-
tinue to print the Pony 
Tracks in color through 
Copy Rescue.  Discussion 
ensued about the expense 
of the color copies versus 
black and white.  We need 
to solicit more advertisers 
for the Pony Tracks to help 
offset the costs.  It was 
passed that Pony Tracks be 
published in color.  
Day of the Cowboy:  SHA 
has paid to advertise in the 
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Summary of  Board Meeting Minutes June 3 

Friends of the Library Event Held 

June 10. 

Thank you everyone who 

 participated in this event!  

Letõs continue to make SHA 

visible to the community. 

 


